54            MORAL EVIL IN  LONDON

the direct influence of the matron, whereas, at the
larger Common Lodging Houses, any surveillance
is difficult if not impossible. Many Hostels act also
as Emergency Shelters, accepting at short notice
urgent cases, even if they permit them to remain only
for a few days.

Special Hostels for the accommodation of unmarried
mothers and babies, or for cases of venereal disease,
have their own particular part in the scheme, and
their work will be considered in another place.

6. Inebriate Homes

A certain, not very large, proportion of the girls
and women in London who are in need of moral
reclamation are also victims of the drink or drug
habits. To meet the special needs of these there are
five Homes which concentrate upon such cases. The
total accommodation of this kind within the Area is
not very large; two of the five Homes take a
proportion of ordinary inebriates in addition to those
who are also rescue cases. Most excellent work is
done in these institutions and the trouble is attacked
upon the most modern and enlightened lines. This
question, however, forms a very small part of our
whole problem and does not call for particular attention
here.

7. Homes dealing with Venereal Disease

The problems arising out of venereal infection are
extensive and diverse, and considerable attention must
be given to this subject, both here and in a later
chapter. As regards the accommodation available for
such cases, there are altogether twenty-four Homes
which make some special provision for girls and